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ABOUT VERMONT PARKS FOREVER
Vermont Parks Forever (VPF) is the nonprofit foundation that enhances and protects
Vermont’s 55 state parks by inspiring stewardship of natural places, providing
innovative educational experiences, and improving access for those who would
otherwise be unable to experience all the parks have to offer.
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PARK ACCESS
PROGRAM
Each year, since 2016, Vermont Parks Forever
provides free park passes to hundreds of
Vermonters, including foster families, youth
programs, front-line workers, those with
developmental disabilities, BIPOC communities,
new Americans, mental health clients and those
with limited mobility, who otherwise would not
have the chance to experience all Vermont’s
state parks have to offer.
Vermont’s state parks are for everyone and
together we can promote a more equitable
outdoor experience. Learn more on our website.
Photo by Park Access partner United Way, Working Bridges
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DAYS IN THE PARKS

2021 FUNDING

VPF granted passes to organizations
across the state with recipients in
every Vermont county.

VPF granted day-use passes to
community partners for a total of
over 4,000 individual day visits.

Thanks to our generous donors, VPF
doubled park access funding to help
more Vermonters than ever before.
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MT. PHILO
FOREVER FUND
A Summer Internship Program in Memory of
William Cameron Hagedorn
Each year, donors give to support the
Mt. Philo Forever Fund, which places a local
student intern at Mt. Philo State Park to connect
with nature, practice environmental stewardship,
develop collaboration skills, and gain experience
working with the public. This year's intern, Daniel
[pictured right], is from Shelburne, VT and loved
helping to maintain trails in the park.

"The unique opportunities that interns
receive go beyond fostering
independence and a love for serving our
community. They learn leadership skills
from previous interns who return each
year. The internship program instills
pride and hard work in our interns that
translates to long term success as park
attendants year after year. Currently we
have four previous interns [pictured left]
who have returned as staff!"
- Colleen Metzler,
Mt. Philo State Park Manager
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NATURAL CONNECTIONS
Statewide Nature Education in the Parks
In 2021, Vermont Parks Forever provided nature interpretation funds used to purchase
catamount teaching kits which included replicas of skulls, fur, claws and scat. Vermont
State Park interpreters, in partnership with the Vermont History Museum, delivered handson training on the cultural and natural history of catamounts in Vermont. Additionally,
nature interpretation funds provided by Vermont Parks Forever were dedicated to
purchasing licensure for Cornell Lab of Ornithology’s Raven software. The software will be
used to create mobile interactive exhibits with sound visualization to share information
about bird songs and other sounds of the forest. Learn more about this exciting
partnership by visiting our website.

Nature Center Renovations: Groton
In this innovative, multi-year
public/private partnership, Vermont Parks
Forever, Vermont State Parks, and ECHO,
Leahy Center for Lake Champlain are
redesigning park nature centers around
the state. The Groton renovation features
museum-quality interactive learning
opportunities highlighting Groton’s
geology and its natural and cultural
history. Groton’s nature center, which
requires no admission fee, will be the first
center to be redesigned and is scheduled
for completion in the summer of 2022.
Photo of Groton Nature Center - Currently Closed for Renovations
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JUSTICE, EQUITY, DIVERSITY, AND INCLUSION
Vermont Parks Forever is engaging its resources to raise awareness and remove barriers to ensure
that parks and natural spaces are inviting to everyone. VPF commits to continually working toward a
future where all people feel welcome and renewed through their visits to Vermont’s state parks. In
support of this work, VPF added two paid student interns in 2021 to increase our focus on park
access and inclusion. Visit our website to learn more.

Nina Rizzi
Park Access Intern
Nina is a recent graduate of the Rubenstein
School of Environment and Natural Resources
with a major in Parks, Recreation, and Tourism.
Nina joined VPF on a mission to build and
distribute a survey on park access. The survey
seeks to answer three critical questions: who
isn’t going to Vermont State Parks, why aren’t
those individuals going to the parks, and how
can we make the parks more accessible and
welcoming to all?

Calagh Lim
Access and Inclusion Intern
Calagh is a senior Environmental Studies and
Studio Art student at the University of Vermont.
Speaking about the internship, Calagh said “I am
very excited to be a part of this internship
because I want to help others gain access to
these connections with the natural world. That
being said there are lots of barriers for some,
myself included, but hopefully with the work I’m
doing in the access and inclusion internship even
more people can enjoy all Vermont has to offer.”
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Thanks to your generosity, we can
continue this important work together,
fostering lifelong connections to nature
for Vermonters and visitors alike.

THANK
YOU,
DONORS!

We love hearing about your
adventures in the parks!
Follow us on Facebook
Find us on Instagram
Share a story
Contact VPF:
info@vermontparksforever.org
802-917-1719
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